CHAPTER   V

IHE VAISHNAVITE ELEMENT IN   THE   MAHABHARATA

ALLIED with the subject of the preceding chapter is the
question whether the Mahabharata was originally
Vaishnavite, how the Vaishnavite element grew in it
and whafis its present attitude towards the Vaishnavite
creed It is an extremely interesting inquiry and,
however distasteful or delicate it may be from the
religious point of view, we cannot shirk it

That Vyasa was an admirer of Shnknshna and a wor-
shipper of Vishnu appears clear from the very first verse
of invocation which we cannot attribute to any one
but Vyasa Therein the God Narayana is invoked and
is also identified with Shnknshna It may perhaps be
necessary to state here that at the time of Vyasa, which
is the same as the time of the Brahmanas, the Vedic
Rishis had come to give predominance to Vishnu and
to ignore the precedence of Indra so conspicuous in the
Mantra portion of the Vedas, and we may believe^it
readily that Vyasa but reflected the general sentiment of
the Ristfis of the Brahmana period There was another
school which was trying to give predominance amon^
gods to Shiva as we can see from the Atharva Man-
dukya Upamshad, where instead of the words Tad
Vishnoh Paramam Pandam we have the Supreme
Being as typified in " One " called Shiva This school
appears to have been, however, m the minority, and the
Rishis of tHfe Brahmanic period laid down the diction *